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T he year was 1925 . William Randolph Hearst , a 
famous American publisher, saw a picture of Donat's 
castle in Great Britain. So impressed was he that he 
instructed his agent in London to purchase it for 
$100,000. 
He then proceeded to spend one million dollars on 
the castle to install a swimming pool , a private beach, 
and - oh yes - an 18-hole golf course . 
His visits to the castle were few over the next 26 
years. Yet, a staff of workers worked full time to keep 
the estate ready for his return. In 1951, William Hearst 
died and later the property was sold. 
The Christian has been purchased at greater price -
the precious blood of God's Son, Jesus Christ. He is 
away for now as our Advocate and High Priest . His 
promise to return is clear on the pages of Scripture . 
How much more should we be ready and be about His 
business. 
Our Cedarville College theme for the 1984-85 
academic year is "Growing and Going for our Coming 
Lord." What a difference this great doctrine can make 
in our daily living! 
The apostle Paul closed each chapter of his first 
epistle to the Thessalonians with this emphasis. In 
chapter 1 we read of the second coming and salvation: 
"And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come" (I : 10) . My dear reader, is that your 
testimony? Have you been truly delivered from God's 
eternal wrath through the redemption in Christ Jesus? 
Chapter 2 speaks of the second coming and service: 
"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 
President's 
Perspective 
by Dr. Paul Dixon 
at His coming? For ye are our glory and joy" 
(vv . 19-20). Paul looked forward to seeing those in 
heaven he had personally influenced for Christ. How is 
your "going" for our coming Lord? Are there such joys 
awaiting you? 
Chapters 3 and 5 emphasize the second coming and 
sanctification. Verse 13 of chapter 3 states: "To the end 
He may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints." Verse 23 of chapter 5 
underscores this : "And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. " Is that kind of growing for our 
coming Lord your experience? This is great motivation 
for purity of life . 
The famous fourth chapter concludes with the second 
coming and solace or comfort. The rapture of the 
church so vividly detailed should cause us to "comfort 
one another with these words" (v. 18). Whatever be our 
trials in 1985, we can grow spiritually through them as 
we live in the light of that any-moment return . 
Spurgeon received a copy of Andrew Bonar's 
commentary on Leviticus. He was richly blessed and 
returned it with a request for Bonar's autograph and 
picture. The book was returned with the following note: 
"Dear Spurgeon, here is the book with my autograph 
and my photograph. If you had been willing to wait a 
short season, you could have had a better likeness, for I 
shall be like Him! I shall see Him as He is." Bonar was 
ready, willing, and filled with anticipation for His 
Lord 's return. May that be the theme of our lives. 
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It Could Be Today! 
by Dr. Robert Gromacki 
This article is taken from Dr. Gromacki' s book, Are 
These the Last Days, and used with his permission . 
E veryone is interested in the future. The little boy 
wonders what he will be when he grows up - explorer, 
astronaut or pro football player. The teenager dreams 
about her Prince Charming - "What will he be like? 
How many children will I have?" The athlete is 
concerned whether he will make the football or 
basketball team. Parents hope that their children will be 
successful and not disappointments, falling short of 
their expectations. 
The nation listens to the economists who predict 
about the future of the dollar, inflation, depression, and 
the rise and fall of stocks . The sociologist warns about 
continued racial strife unless pockets of ghetto poverty 
are removed through urban renewal, housing 
integration , and improved educational facilities . The 
historian echoes the past as he points to the future - the 
rise and fall of nations plus the goal of history . What 
about tomorrow's weather? Everyone is interested in 
that! Will it be sunny? Rain? Snow? 
In all of these predictions and future hopes , there are 
doubts and disagreements. The future is too misty and 
shadowy to be dogmatic about it. Yet there is a definite 
word about the future, as sure as the present and as 
foundational as the past. It is found in God's Word, the 
Bible . 
COULD JESUS COME TODAY? 
What an exciting question! Not, could He come 
during this century? Nor, could He come in our 
lifetime? But, is it possible that Jesus Christ could come 
today - now - at any moment - even while you are 
reading? Is His coming the next prophetic event, or 
must other prophecies be fulfilled or other events 
transpire before He can come? 
Conservative Bible scholars and theologians are not 
united in their answers to this question. All are agreed 
that He is coming again, but they certainly do not agree 
about the time of the event. They can usually be 
grouped under three major headings: amillennial, post-
millennial, and premillennial. The term millennial 
comes from the Latin, meaning "1000 years." This time 
period is Biblical because John mentioned it six times 
(Rev. 20:2-7). John saw that during the Millennium 
Satan would be bound, unable to deceive the nations; 
that Christ would reign on the earth over the world; that 
the righteous dead would live and reign with Him at that 
time; and that the unsaved dead would not be raised 
until after the Millennium. 
The amillennialist, therefore, does not believe in a 
literal, 1000-year reign of Christ on earth (a is a 
negative prefix) . He views the language of Revelation 
as symbolic or allegorical. Although he believes in the 
personal, visible return of Christ, he denies that Jesus is 
coming to establish the kingdom of God upon earth. 
Generally speaking, he also denies the imminency of 
His return, i.e., that Christ could come at any moment . 
He suggests that these events must precede His coming: 
the evangelization of the world, the conversion of an 
elect remnant within Israel, the great apostasy , and the 
appearance of signs and wonders. 
Postmillennialism was very popular at the turn of the 
century. It was believed that Christianity would 
overcome paganism, unbelief, and wickedness. 
Through the evangelistic and social outreach of the 
church, the world would become Christianized. Once 
this goal was achieved, then Christ would come and 
reign over His kingdom. "Bringing in the kingdom" 
was a catchy phrase in those days. However, two world 
wars, the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, the 
depression, the atrocities of the concentration camps, 
and the rapid rise of atheistic communism have 
smashed the dreams of this view . 
Premillennialism teaches that Christ will come to the 
earth before (pre) the establishment of the kingdom. 
However, not all within this group believe in the 
imminency of Christ's return. The reason for this 
difference is the relationship of His return to the great 
tribulation period, a seven-year age that occurs just 
before the Millennium. Some premillennialists are also 
posttribulationists. They believe that Christ will come 
after the tribulation but before the Millennium . They 
believe that the Church will go through the seven-year 
era and experience the wrath and persecution of the 
Antichrist . All of the predicted events of the tribulation 
must first take place before Christ can come. When 
Christ does come, the dead and the living saints will be 
caught up to meet Him in the air; then, together they 
will descend to the earth for the Kingdom Age. He can ' t 
come now; that event is at least seven years away . 
Others are midtribulationists. They teach that the 
Church, composed of true believers, will go through 
the first three and one-half years of tribulation and that 
Jesus will come in the midst of the period and catch 
them away into Heaven. Then God will pour out His 
wrath upon the wicked. At the end of the tribulation, 
Christ and His saints will return to the earth for His 
kingdom reign. This view also denies imminency 
because His coming is at least three and one-half-years 
away. 
The only view that can consistently embrace 
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imminency is pretribulational premillennialism. It 
teaches that Christ can come at any moment to rapture 
His Church, consisting of all saints, both dead and 
living , from the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) . Believers 
will then be in Heaven while the tribulation is taking 
place on earth . At the end of this period, the Christians 
will descend with. Christ to the earth to share in the 
blessings of His worldwide kingdom of peace and 
righteousness. According to this position , there is 
nothing holding back His return except the divine will 
and timetable . No prophecy needs to be fulfilled . He 
could come today. 
Serious attention should be given to those arguments 
that are voiced against imminency, especially as they 
come from the lips and pens of evangelicals . There are 
several, but only the most important will be discussed 
here . The first is based upon our Lord ' s announcement 
during His post-resurrection ministry of Peter's death in 
John 21: 18, 19 . The argument is that Christ could not 
have come until Peter had become old and had died. 
This would delay His coming until at least A.O. 65-68, 
the traditional date of Peter's martyrdom . In reply , 
Peter was middle-aged at this time because he was 
neither young nor old (John 21: 18) . Since the life span 
was relatively short at those times , he would have been 
old in just a few years . After Pentecost, Peter faced 
immediate persecution and possible Joss of life several 
The hope of His return 
should produce comfort 
in the life of the believer. 
times (Acts 4,5 ,8, 12). His death was actually 
imminent; therefore, Christ's coming was just as 
imminent. 
The divine and human plans for Paul ' s ministry are 
cited as proofs against imminency. Christ 
commissioned Paul to be a witness unto Gentiles, 
kings , and Israel and to suffer great things 
(Acts 9: 15, 16). Paul had long-distance plans for his 
missionary journeys (Rom. 15:24). He knew that he 
would reach Rome (Acts 23 : 11) . Late in life, he even 
predicted his own death (2 Tim . 4:6). Do not these 
plans negate a belief in imminency on the part of Paul? 
It must be said that Paul knew that God could interrupt 
or change his plans . Paul wanted to go to Bithynia, too , 
but the Holy Spirit stopped him (Acts 16:7). Just 
because he planned a trip to Spain does not mean that he 
actually expected to fulfill that ambition . His 
imprisonments at Caesarea and Rome (total of four 
years) took precious time away from him. He probably 
did not get to Spain; the Bible records no such visit. In 
Paul's mind , the Spirit could stop him again , the Lord's 
imminent return could interrupt his plans, or 
imprisonment and/or death could prevent it. 
The most popular argument against imminency is 
based upon the content of the Great Commission . 
Christ commanded the disciples and the Church to 
make disciples of all the nations, to go into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature, and to 
be witnesses of Him from Jerusalem to the uttermost 
part of the earth (Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8) . 
Such an extensive program of evangelization would 
naturally involve a great deal of time and effort; 
therefore , Christ could not come until the Church had 
fulfilled her commission. Those who espouse this view 
admit that any generation which is really dedicated to 
the task can complete this mission. They thus use it as 
an incentive for all-out missionary endeavor. If we can 
evangelize the world, then Christ will be able to come 
in our time. 
Although it is true that the present world population 
has not been completely evangelized, can it be assumed 
that there was never a generation in which the entire 
world heard the gospel? Could there ever have been a 
more dedicated group of missionaries than that of the 
apostles? Did they not preach extensively throughout 
the known world of their day? (See Acts 2:5-8; 17:6; 
Col . 1 :23 , cf. 1 :6). There is good scriptural support for 
believing that the commission was fulfilled in the 
apostolic era, possibly very early . 
One verse that constantly pops up in this discussion is 
Matthew 24: 14: "And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come ." Spoken during 
the Olivet Discourse, our Lord was outlining the signs 
and conditions in the tribulation period before His 
return to the earth after the tribulation. During the 
tribulation , the gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
again. It is the same message that John the Baptist and 
Jesus preached: "Repent ye , for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand ." It will be preached by the two great 
witnesses (Rev . 11 :3), by the 144 ,000 Jewish 
evangelists (Rev. 7 :4), and by thousands of converted 
Gentiles (Rev . 7:9) . As these are persecuted and 
scattered by anti-Christian forces, the entire world will 
hear of the nearness of the Millennial Kingdom. The 
end of the tribulation will then come when Christ 
returns. This verse does not refer to the preaching of the 
gosp~l of the grace of God (I Cor. 15: 3 ,4) which is 
going on today . 
It is also pointed out that Jerusalem had to be 
destroyed before the second advent (Luke 21:20-24) . 
Since the city was not devastated until A.O . 70, He 
could not have come until then . This position assumes 
that the destruction had to take place before the rapture 
of the Church and before the great tribulation period . 
However, Jesus was talking about His return to the 
earth . He could have come before A .O . 70, with the 
destruction taking place during the tribulation . In fact , 
although it was smashed by the Romans 1900 years 
ago , it will again be attacked during the future 
tribulation period. It should also be noted that no one in 
I , 
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that.day knew when Jerusalem would be destroyed . The 
·Romans were in absolute control of the land when 
Christ announced His return. Danger to the city was just 
as imminent as His coming. 
In his second Thessalonian epistle, Paul had to cope 
with an eschatological problem: "Now we beseech you , 
brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon 
shaken in mind, or be troubled , neither by spirit , nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ 
['day of the Lord' in best manuscripts] is at hand. Let no 
man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 
come except there come a falling away first , and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition" 
(2Thess. 2:1-3). 
By prophetic utterance, sermon or by a forged 
Pauline letter, the Thessalonians were told that the 
tribulations or persecutions they were enduring were 
those of the great tribulation period . This confused 
them because Paul taught them earlier that they could 
not go into the Day of the Lord (I Thess. 5:1-10). Had 
they missed out on the rapture for some reason? Those 
who argue against imminency and pretribulation state 
that Paul should have simply pointed out that the 
rapture had not occurred , if that were the case. 
However, Paul did mention the rapture (2 Thess . 2:1). 
He also described what must take place in the Day of the 
Lord - the apostasy and the manifestation of the 
Antichrist. Since these were not evident , the Day of the 
Lord had not started ; therefore, their tribulations should 
not be equated with those of the Great Tribulation . 
They had not missed out on the rapture. They were right 
in believing that Christ could come at any moment and 
deliver them from the pending wrath of the Great 
Tribulation . What they had been told (2 Thess . 2:2) was 
in error. They should not be alarmed. 
Now let us look at some positive scriptural reasons 
for accepting the position that Christ could come at any 
moment. During the Upper Room Discourse given by 
Jesus to His disciples the night before He was crucified , 
He said: "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God , believe also in me. In my Father ' s house are many 
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you . And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again , and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am , there ye may be also" 
(John 14:1-3). 
The verb "I will come," according to English 
grammar, is in the future tense; but in the original Greek 
text, it is in the present tense. Its transliterated form is 
erchomai . Greek grammarians call it the futuristic 
usage of the present tense . According to them, it points 
out an event or action which has not yet taken place, but 
which is regarded as so certain that in thought it may be 
regarded as already coming to pass. The verb is also in 
the indicative mood, the mood of reality rather than of 
possibility or probability. This is why Christ chose to 
use the present tense "I am coming" in a prophetic 
situation. He wanted His disciples not to look for Him 
in the future but rather in the present. It was an 
imminent possibility. Have you ever heard a parent call 
to his son or daughter , "Will you please come down to 
breakfast?" Then, the sleepy, half-dressed teenager 
replies, "I'm coming! I'm coming! Hold your horses! " 
At that moment, he is using the present tense in a 
futuristic way. He may not get to the kitchen for ten 
more minutes, but he has given the impression that he is 
practically out of the bedroom and sliding down the 
banister. This is the impression that Jesus wanted to 
leave with His disciples. Imminency means that they 
could expect Him at any moment, not that He would 
come in their lifetime. 
During his third missionary journey, Paul tried to 
provoke the Roman church out of their lethargy with 
these words : "And that , knowing the time, that now .. . is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night 
is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off 
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
light" (Rom. 13: I I, 12). 
Salvation is threefold (past, present, future), so to 
what aspect did he refer? It could not refer to the initial 
deliverance from the penalty of sin because that was 
past. Paul had already believed in Christ as his personal 
Savior. It could not refer to progressive salvation or 
sanctification because this had been and was now 
taking place in Paul ' s life. Although physical death in a 
certain sense delivers a believer from the presence of 
sin, yet Paul was not anticipating natural death or 
martyrdom at this time (A.D. 56,57). This passage 
must then refer to that final act of salvation, the 
redemption of the body. Paul had mentioned this truth 
earlier in the letter: "And not only they, but ourselves 
also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit , the redemption of our body" 
(Rom. 8:23). The body will be redeemed either by 
resurrection or translation when it is changed into an 
immortal , incorruptible body, conformed to that 
glorified, resurrected body of Jesus Christ. This bodily 
redemption or salvation will occur when Jesus returns. 
To Paul, this event was imminent or near. Since time 
was short, these Roman Christians should get busy for 
the Lord. Paul certainly did not project this event into 
the distant future . 
In the classic Biblical chapter on the resurrection, 
Paul expressed this hope: "Behold, I shew you a 
.1 
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mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality" (I Cor. 15 :51 -53) . 
The resurrection of the dead was no mystery. Old 
Testament saints fully expected to be raised in the last 
day (Job 19:25-27; Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2,3). 
Concerning Lazarus, even Martha said, "I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day" 
(John 11:24). What then was the mystery? It was that 
believers could suddenly be caught up into the presence 
of God to receive an immortal, incorruptible body apart 
from physical death. It is true that Enoch and Elijah 
went into Heaven apart from death, but these were rare 
exceptions. Nowhere in the Old Testament did other 
believers expect this to happen to them. This truth was 
first revealed after the Lord's death and resurrection. 
Paul himself believed that Christ could come in his 
lifetime - in fact, at any moment. See how he used the 
word we in this passage. Christ did not come in Paul's 
generation, but He could have . It is very possible that 
our Lord could come in our generation, even today. I~ 
He does, than all living believers will cheat death and 
the undertaker. 
Paul commended the Thessalonian Christians for 
patiently waiting for Jesus who "delivered us from the 
wrath to come" (I Thess. I: 10). At first glance, it 
appears that Paul is talking about the deliverance from 
the penalty of sin (Hell, lake of fire, wrath of God) that 
comes through receiving Christ as Savior. However, 
this is not the case. A literal translation of this phrase is: 
"Jesus, the one who is delivering us out of the wrath, 
the coming one." Both the italicized verbal forms are 
present participles, used in the futuristic sense again 
(cf. John 14:3). This is not a past deliverance; this is the 
possibility of a present deliverance from a wrath which 
could come at any moment. The wrath of God presently 
abides upon the unbeliever (John 3:36); the Christian 
has always been saved from that (John 5:24). What 
wrath then is coming, imminent? It is the wrath of God 
to be manifested in the great tribulation period. Later, 
in another eschatological passage, Paul wrote: "For 
God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ (I Thess . 5:9). This 
coming wrath is just as imminent as the delivering 
return of Jesus Christ. By turning to God from idols, the 
Thessalonians had been saved from the wrath of God, 
the penalty of sin; now, they were expectantly waiting 
for Christ to return from Heaven to take them into 
Heaven in order to escape the wrath of God to be poured 
out in the tribulation ( Rev. 6 - 16). 
James exhorted his readers to be patient unto. the 
coming of the Lord . He said that His coming had drawn 
near and that He, the Judge, was standing before the 
door (James 5:7-9). This is an interesting metaphor. 
Christ has taken up His position outside the door to 
earth. He has raised His hand. He is just about to knock 
and to open the door. Who knows when His hand will 
hit the door and we will be ushered into His presence? 
This is why James told them to "grudge not one against 
another ." If you knew that the pastor was going to visit 
your house, would you and your family be arguing at 
that time? Certainly not. Wouldn't it be ridiculous to be 
caught up into the presence of God while arguing over 
. . . patient expectation ... one 
day faith will become sight. 
the kitchen table or in a church business meeting? There 
is no telephone warning before His coming either. 
The beloved John said this about His return: "And 
now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his corning" (I John 2:28). The phrase, 
"when he shall appear ," also repeated later (3 :2), is 
literally translated "if he shall be manifested." The 
subjunctive mood, the mood of probability , is used 
with the conditional "if." John certainly was not 
wondering whether Christ might appear; that was a 
fact, not a probability . What was uncertain was the time 
of His coming. No one knows when that will take place , 
not even the angels in Heaven (Matt. 24:36). It could be 
today ; it could be tomorrow; and it could be one 
hundred years away . Who knows for sure? That is what 
John wanted to communicate . Christ can be expected at 
any time. 
The closing prophecy and prayer in the Bible reads: 
"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely, I come 
quickly . Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" 
(Rev. 22:20). Christ again used the futuristic present 
tense which emphasizes the imminency of the event 
(cf. John 14:3) . He said that His return would not only 
be speedy ("in the twinkling of an eye") but also 
imminent. Remember that God does not reckon time as 
we do (2 Pet. 3:8). To Him a thousand years is as one 
day . And yet, the believer, even as John , should pray 
every day , "Even so , come, Lord Jesus ." May it be 
today! 
As we have seen , the Bible definitely teaches that the 
return of Christ for His own is imminent . In a sense, it is 
not correct to say that He is coming soon . Our concept 
of His appearing should be the same as that of the 
Biblical authors and of the early church. If His coming 
is soon, then they were mistaken, because two thousand 
years have elapsed. At Thanksgiving time, you could 
say that Christmas is coming soon, but you could not 
say that it is imminent. This difference should also be 
applied to His return. 
What then should be our attitude as Christians toward 
this great event in His life and in ours? First, it should 
create in us a quality of patient expectation . Don't be 
anxious or apprehensive. Wait, because one day faith 
will become sight . Continued on page 9 
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"I am convinced that everything 
done in the name of Jesus Christ 
ought to have 'QUALITY ' 
stamped all over it." 
Paul H. Dixon, D.D . 
President , Cedarville College 
ENROLLMENT 
1984 
1,815 
People are amazed at the way Cedarville College is flourishing . They look at the 
school ' s rapid growth , its financial stability, and the worldwide impact of its 
students , and they wonder: "How can this be happening in light of a shrinking pool 
of college-age students , recent inflationary pressures , and cutbacks in student 
financi al aid?" 
The president of another Ohio college recently remarked to Dr. Paul Dixon, 
"One thing is certain about Cedarville . You know who you are , and you know 
where you are going ." He was right. Years ago the trustees envisioned what kind of 
institution they wanted Cedarville to become. Then , under their godly guidance and 
efforts , their dream for the colleg.e was fulfilled . The college's mission is simple 
and distinctive: to offer students a quality education consistent with Biblical truth . 
This was accomplished again in the 1983-84 academic year through QUALITY -
quality students, programs , Christian emphasis , alumni , faculty, management , 
support , and planning - producing a quality future. 
Cedarville flourishes because it settles for nothing less than - QUALITY. 
Quality Students. Last year ' s students came from 43 states and several foreign 
countries , attracted by Cedarville ' s reputation among Christian colleges and other 
universities . The record enrollment of 1,815 students represented a growth of 
53 percent over the last six years. 
Cedarville College reached capacity enrollment fall quarter , and some 
prospective students comprised a waiting list for winter quarter. The grades and test 
scores of freshmen testify to the increasing academic quality of the student body . 
Cedarville' s growth has not been achieved at the expense of quality. Indications are 
that this will be repeated in the fall of 1985; applications are currently running ahead 
of last year' s figures. 
Most distinctive about Cedarville students is that all profess Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior . This profession evidences a commitment to the high moral standards of 
the Scriptures, which in turn affects in a positive way their entire college 
experience: academically, spiritually , and socially. Cedarville College graduates 
hold an excellent record on the repayment of National Direct Student Loans . Their 
default rate of less than one percent is the lowest of all Ohio colleges and 
universities and one of the lowest in the nation . 
Quality Programs. Students come to Cedarville because of excellent programs . 
Offered are 44 areas of study - 30 majors and 14 special programs. In fact , the 
college offers 9 of the 10 majors most wanted by American students, according to a 
recent College Board survey . 
Major Fields of Study 
Accounting 
American Studies 
Behavioral Science 
Bible, Comprehensive 
Bible , Preseminary 
Biology 
Broadcasting 
Business Administration 
Business Education, Comprehensive 
Chemistry 
Church Music 
Communication Arts 
Computer Information Systems 
Elementary Education 
English 
History 
Mathematics 
Music 
Music Education 
Nursing (B.S .N .) 
Physical Education 
Political Science 
Prelaw 
Psychology 
Public Administration 
Science , Comprehensive 
Social Science 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Special Programs 
Bible - one year 
Medical Technology 
Preagriculture 
Predental 
Preengineering 
Premedical 
Prepharmacy 
Pre veterinary 
Professional Writing 
ROTC - Army and Air Force 
Study Abroad Program 
Secondary Education 
(20 areas of certification) 
Secretarial Administration (2-year) 
Special Education 
Urban Studies 
Business Administration, the largest department , enrolled 460 students this fall 
quarter. Education followed with 250 students . Nursing, a relatively new program 
which will graduate its first class in June , 1985, was the third largest major. Bible , 
the next largest , continued to excel in breadth of course offerings and quality of the 
faculty . 
Psychology courses are taught by three licensed and practicing psychologists. 
Science and math classes are taught by an exceptional faculty; eight of the eleven 
members have earned doctorates. The preengineering program has placed all its 
students into recognized engineering colleges. The premed program typically 
places 70 percent of its students in medical schools (twice the national average) . 
A further mark of Cedarville's academic quality is the use of the latest in 
computer technologies. The academic computer center features a DEC VAX 111750 
computer with numerous terminals for use in every discipline . Microcomputers are 
also utilized in a number of departments, including Business Administration, 
Science and Mathematics , Music , Psychology, Broadcasting, and others . 
Quality Christian Emphasis. Another reason so many students came to 
Cedarville in 1984 is the distinctive balance that exists between quality academic 
programs and a quality Christian emphasis in and out of class. 
The spiritual character of the campus is undeniable . There is a Christian faculty, 
staff, and student body . Daily chapel is required. There are three major Bible 
conferences, featuring the finest speakers . And the college sponsors one of the most 
extensive extracurricular Christian ministry programs of any college anywhere. 
Last year 80 percent of the student body reached out to help jail inmates, senior 
citizens, hospitalized individuals, children in detention homes, handicapped 
people, college students on other campuses, and 400 churches. In addition, 
Cedarville's distinctive Missionary Internship Service sent over 100 young people 
to 13 countries. These ministries are all performed outside the normal course 
requirements, and they represent part of the added value that a thoroughly Christian 
education affords. 
Furthermore, there were quality social opportunities in athletics and cultural 
events . The college excelled athletically by claiming one national championship, 
five district crowns, and three conference titles . Totally , the school was represented 
in 12 national tournaments. 
Additionally, three major drama productions, regular artist series, intramural 
sports, and 20 student organizations invited students' involvement. 
Quality Alumni. The quality of Cedarville's programs does not go unnoticed . 
Major firms and corporations recruited our graduates last year. Cedarville alumni 
continued to excel in a wide range of graduate programs and professional schools. 
Academic, career, and financial advancement are important , and they mark the 
graduates of many fine colleges like Cedarville . Our alumni distinguish themselves 
beyond these normal success barometers by assuming leadership in churches , 
Christian organizations , families, and communities. The balance of life , carefully 
cultivated during college years, produces a rich harvest of ministry as our alumni 
serve around the world. 
Quality Faculty. Last year six faculty members were added . Over the last six 
years the faculty has increased by 31 in order to meet the dramatic enrollment and 
program growth of the college. 
Cedarville's professors are an exceptionally prepared group representing 70 
graduate schools, and bringing extensive professional experience to the classroom. 
Th e Mu sic Department offers a computer-assisted 
program that tutors students with music drills. 
tests, and diagnostic feedback. 
Most have either attained the highest degree in their field or are actively working Dr. John Silvius is writing a college level textbook 
toward that goal . which presents biology from a Christian perspective. 
Instruction and 
Academic Support 
Administrative and 
Institutional Service 
Auxiliary 
Services 
Debt 
Service 
Physical 
Plant 
EXPENDITURES 
GIFTS FISCAL 1983-84 
Churches 
(over 400 churches) 
Friends 
Corporations 
Other Groups 
Foundation:, 
Alumni 
$ 1.417.708 
Teaching is foremost with the faculty; they remain with Cedarville because 
personal investment in students ' lives is a College priority. As a group, they 
average IO years ' teaching experience at Cedarville, with 24 having 15 or more 
years. 
Quality Management. Once again , Cedarville College's administrative team 
managed resources soundly. The $I 0, 104,000 budget was balanced and a modest 
surplus realized. 
This is remarkable. While most independent colleges charge four times the 
tuition of their public counterparts, Cedarville is competitive with many fine public 
universities. At $6000 per year for tuition , room, and board , Cedarville ' s costs 
were well below the average for private institutions. 
Tuition, room , board , and student fees comprise 86.7 percent of college 
revenues. The remaining 13.3 percent, or $1 ,417,708, was raised from other 
sources. 
Quality Support. Cedarville could not continue the level of quality for which it is 
known without the support of faithful donors. Increases in giving from alumni , 
churches, corporations , foundations, and friends have been encouraging. The 
increasing number of donors testifies to the broadened respect for Cedarville and 
the heightened sense of identity with the College's ministries. 
Quality Planning. Cedarville College will celebrate its Centennial in 1987, and 
efforts have progressed on the upcoming Centennial Campaign. This fundraising 
endeavor is essential to ensure Cedarville ' s stance among the leadership in Chris-
tian higher education . The campaign will provide for a new Library , renovation of 
the current library building for the Department of Business Administration , 
increased endowment, and increased unrestricted giving to the General Fund. 
Specific details will be released late in 1985 when the campaign is officially 
launched. 
Intense planning continues on the new Library. The cost is projected at 
$5 . I million (in 1984 dollars). This 66 ,830 square foot building will be over three 
times the size of the existing facility , built in 1967 for a student body of only 800, 
and will capab ly support the high quality academic programs already in place. Once 
the new Library is constructed , the present facility will be completely renovated to 
provide new classroom and office space for the largest department, Business 
Administration. 
Endowment is vital to ensure financial stabi lity throughout this decade and into 
the next. Additional endowment is needed for distinguished faculty chairs , for 
student financial aid, and for unrestricted support of general college operations . 
While giving rose 9.8 percent in 1983-84, this figure must increase to even 
greater levels to guarantee that Cedarville' s costs remain the lowest possible for 
students and their parents. 
Quality Future. Indeed . 1984 was an outstanding year for Cedarville College. 
Continued growth in students , programs, and faculty marked Cedarville ' s 
ministries. Resources were well managed, both attracting and using responsibly the 
increased support from donors. Today , the college is financially sound, and its 
future is bright. 
Cedarv ille College is resolute in the pursuit of its mission. It is uncompromising 
in its fidelity to the Word of God and will continue to offer the distinctively 
Christian education that has earned it a respected position in Christian higher 
education. 
l St11de11ts share their faith through a11 extensive Christia11 service program. Cedarville College 111ai1110ins i111ercollegiate athletic competitio11for men and wome11. College Objectives 
I . To undergird the student in the fundamentals of the Christian faith, and to stimulate him 
to evaluate know ledge in the light of Scriptural truth. 
2. To encourage growth in Christian character in each student, and to help the student 
accept his responsibility in faithful Christian service. 
3. To increase the student's awareness of the world of ideas and events which are 
influencing our contemporary culture , and to prepare the student to knowledgeably 
participate in our society . 
4 . To enable the student to develop sound critical and analytical reasoning. 
5. To provide sufficient opportunities for students to practice the ski ll s of communication . 
6. To offer opportunities for academic specialization and preparation for graduate study, 
and to assist the student in selecting and preparing for a vocation. 
7. To foster the student's appreciation of, and participation in , wholesome avocational and 
cu ltu ral activities. 
Faculty are personally concerned with the 
academic, spiritual, and social development of 
their studems. 

"Watch therefore, for ye know neitherthe day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh" (Matt. 25:13). 
Jesus said that His disciples (we, too) should be sober 
and alert, watching and looking for Him. Looking for 
Him will cause you to live for Him. If you are living for 
Him, then you will be looking for Him. They go 
together (Titus 2:11-13). 
A living hope is a purifying hope (I John 3:2,3). If we 
really believed that Christ could come today, our lives 
would be radically changed. We would be living 
"soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world" 
(Titus 2: 12). "Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" 
(Matt. 24:44). Take a tip from the Boy Scouts: Be 
prepared! 
The hope of His return should produce comfort 
within the life of the believer by the Holy Spirit. At the 
death of a Christian loved one, we should have sorrow 
but not as "others which have no hope" (I Thess . 4: 13). 
The Christian should realize that the departed believer 
is "absent from the body and ... present with the Lord" 
(II Cor. 5:8). One day they will see each other again , 
nevermore to be separated. "Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words" (I Thess . 4 :18). 
Belief in the imminent return of Christ should 
produce faithful, enthusiastic work for the Lord . Paul 
wrote: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58) . Who knows how much 
more time we will have to serve Him? "Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made 
ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing" (Matt. 24:45,46) . 
This story is told about three fishermen, a father and 
his two married sons . After laboring all night 
harvesting the sea in their family boat, they began to 
return home . On the way back , they were discussing 
their wives. The first son said that he knew what his 
wife would be doing at the early morning hour. She 
would be waiting for him, sitting in the rocking chair by 
the open fire. The second son said that his wife also 
would be up, but in addition, she would be at the 
window, watching for his shadowy form to come up the 
lane . The father then smiled and said, "Your mother, 
my wife , also will be waiting and watching for me, but 
she will be busy working in the kitchen. She wants to 
greet her beloved husband with hot coffee and a warm 
breakfast, besides a loving kiss." 
Let us also be waiting, watching, and working for 
Him. 
Dr. Robert Gromacki is chairman of the Bible 
Department at Cedarville College and a pro-
fessor of Bible and Greek . He earned a Th.D. 
from Dallas Theological Seminary in 1960, 
and is the author of 12 books , the latest of 
which is Stand Bold in Grace, published by 
Baker Book House. 
In a Twinkle 
of Time 
by Dr. Jack Riggs 
W hat could possibly happen in less than one 
second that would change the course of history, 
affecting literally every human being on this planet? 
The apostle Paul describes this coming event in 
I Corinthians 15:51 ,52. "Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed." 
Paul is speaking of the second coming of Jesus Christ 
to this earth - what has been commonly termed the 
rapture of the church. Our English word "atom" is 
derived from the Greek word for "moment," which 
means "indivisible." The "twinkling of an eye" refers to 
the rapid movement of a single stroke or beat of an 
eyelid. In the smallest particle of time and with the 
greatest rapidity , the rapture of the church will occur. 
How fascinating is this thought when we consider all 
that is included in that "blessed hope" (Titus 2: 13). 
Christians should not and need not speculate about 
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the future, since God's Word has been given so that we 
might know a great deal about His program. Such 
knowledge provides for confidence in the Lord , 
especially in the face of perplexing problems which 
come our way. 
This knowledge is seen very clearly in the Apostle 
Paul's writing to the church at Thessalonica. During his 
missionary ministry there, Paul had evidently taught 
the church founded by him that the Lord's return was 
near. Later some of the members of the church died 
between the days of his ministry there and the writing of 
his first letter to them. A question arose about the status 
of those believers who had died with regard to Christ's 
return. Had death excluded them from that glorious 
event? Paul answered that question in a paragraph of his 
first letter to the Thessalonians (I Thess. 4: 13- 18). 
The Apostle immediately dealt with the perplexing 
question by affirming clearly that the dead in Christ 
would indeed participate in Christ ' s return (I Thess . 4: I 3-1 5). 
The bodies of those believers who had died are in a 
condition likened to physical sleep. When the Lord 
returns, their bodies will be aroused from death as one 
would be aroused from sleep (I Cor. 15:51 -54; 
Phil. 3:20-21) . Paul wanted the Thessalonians to know 
about this hope of the dead in Christ so that they might 
be a testimony for Christ even in their bereavement 
(I Thess . 4: 13). 
Paul assured the Thessalonians that this promise 
concerning the dead in Christ is to be believed with the 
same certainty that a Christian believes in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ (I Thess . 4: 14). The 
authority for Paul's promise is the Lord Himself, who 
had revealed this precious truth to him in a special 
revelation ( 4: 15). It goes really without saying that all 
Paul wrote in the paragraph dealing with this question is 
to be believed with certainty and recognized as God's 
Word . 
As Paul previewed Christ's return for His church, he 
gave the order of events and showed precisely how the 
dead in Christ would share in it (I Thess . 4: 16-17). Paul 
outlined four particulars of the rapture . He first pointed 
out that the Lord will return . The Lord Jesus Himself 
will "descend from heaven" (4: 16). 
Jesus Christ's descent from heaven will be 
accompanied by three sounds (I Thess . 4: 16) . There 
will be a shout. This may be a summons to Christians 
like the summons of Christ to Lazarus when He stood 
before his grave and cried, "Lazarus, come forth" 
(John 11 :43). Christ's summons will be a general call to 
all Christians to come forth to Him. The voice of the 
archangel Michael will be the second sound heard by 
believers . He will also summon Christians on that 
occasion. The third sound will be the sound of the 
trumpet of God. This too will be used of our God to 
summon the church on that great occasion (I Cor. 15:52) . 
It seems that the rapture will be a rather noisy event. 
One can imagine that he can hear the voice of the 
archangel and the trumpet of God while meditating in a 
quiet moment on the Lord's return . Someday it will not 
be imaginary. We shall hear those summoning sounds 
when Jesus Christ appears to take us up to be with Him . 
The second particular of the rapture will be a 
resurrection. Paul stated that "the dead in Christ shall 
rise first" without any qualifications or possible 
contingencies (I Thess . 4: 16) . The dead in Christ will 
be resurrected regardless of the physical disposition of 
their bodies prior to the time of His return (I Cor. 15:41-44) . 
The resurrection body will be a glorious one. This 
resurrection will be "first" because the dead in Christ 
will have a part in the event before those believers who 
are alive at the time of Christ's return (I Thess . 4: 15). 
The third particular will be a rapture. The living 
believers will be "caught up" after the dead in Christ are 
raised (I Thess . 4: 17). The word for "caught up" means 
"to carry off," or "to rapture ." Technically, it is only 
those believers who are physically alive at the time who 
~ill be raptured, although the particulars which Paul 
previewed are together commonly referred to as the 
rapture. Paul anticipated the possibility of the return of 
the Lord in his own lifetime . He indicated this by twice 
using the first person pronoun in his reference to "we 
who are alive and remain" until the very coming of the 
Lord (I Thess. 4: 15, 17) . This suggests to Christians the 
possibility of the Lord's return. 
Since Paul wrote from the standpoint of God's truth , 
God's people today should make it a matter of fidelity 
to God's truth to believe that Christ can come for His 
church within their own lifetime. In fact, His coming 
may be at any moment (Phil. 4:5 ; Jas. 5:8). For this 
reason, each day should be lived as a day in which the 
Lord could come. 
The fourth particular will be a reunion . The 
resurrected and the raptured believers shall be reunited 
"in the clouds , to meet the Lord in the air" (I Thess. '4: 17). 
Once reunited , believers will be with the Lord in His 
very presence forever . 
The whole event will take place precisely as God has 
said and in the smallest portion of time . Faith receives 
what God has promised. Faith in God also recognizes 
that such truths as Paul wrote in his letter to the 
Thessalonians were meant to have practical effects 
upon lives. The promise of Christ ' s return and all that 
will accompany it is to be a source of comfort 
(I Thess . 4: 18). In giving his preview of Christ's return 
for the church as a source of comfort , Paul has also 
indicated clearly and in order those things which 
constitute our Lord's return for us. 
"Even so , come, Lord Jesus." 
Dr. Jack Riggs is a professor of Bible at 
Cedarvi lle College. He holds a Th .D. from 
Dallas Theological Seminary and is the 
author of Hosea's Heartbreak, recently pub-
lished by Loizeaux Bros . He also has written 
Sunday school materia ls for Regular Baptist 
Press and Union Gospel Press. 
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M y beloved Bridegroom, 
You have chosen me to be eternally yours. The 
promises of mutual and unfaltering love between us 
have been made and kept. Now , I eagerly await your 
return and our marriage. 
You told me that your coming for me is imminent and 
that you would return quickly. By your design and will, 
I do not know the exact time, but I must be patient. How 
the days without you seem long - as thousands and 
thousands of years! I am waiting . 
Had it not been for these letters from you about your 
plans and desires for me, I would have lost all hope . 
Reading them seems to cleanse my mind and to direct 
my thoughts toward you more and more . 
I have my lamps lighted. The oil which you gave 
continues to supply my lamps with more than enough 
energy to illuminate the dark recesses and to shine 
throughout to them who watch me. These lights signal 
that I am prepared to go out and meet you whenever you 
call. They have not dimmed; they bum day and night. I 
am looking. 
During your absence, I have suffered . I tried to fight 
the scoffers who battered my faith in your return for me . 
They came from without to defile, to defeat, and to 
divide my love for you. They prevailed not; I was 
faithful. These trials only proved to perfect me: my 
triumph over them brings praise and gives honor to our 
enduring relationship. 
When temptations came to deter me from my 
preparation to meet you , I thought of all that you had 
suffered for my sake . This encouraged me to work even 
harder and more faithfully at the tasks you left me to do. 
I do not want to be caught unprepared at your arrival. 
Hence , my beautiful bridal clothes adorn me. They are 
without spot and wrinkle; there is no blemish to distract 
your eye from their beauty. I am working. 
I am so eager to be yours. The expectant 
consummation of our union excites my inner being . 
Anticipating all the joys of the wedding feast is only 
surpassed by the realization that I will be your bride by 
then . To attend that feast as your bride before all those 
witnesses in your house makes me most blessed. Their 
gazes will only reflect your beauty to me. When I meet 
your Father and thank Him for sending you to me , then I 
can truly give praise, honor, and glory for all His 
doings. I shall have an eternity to live with you in your 
glorious home that you have prepared for us. I am 
longing . 
Thinking of that eternity with you makes me almost 
hear a voice shout, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet him. " I am listening for that call . Until 
then , I reply, "Come quickly, Beloved One." 
Your awaiting Bride 
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The Riders on the Four Horses from rhe Apocalypse 
by A. Dtirer. 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Gift of Junius S. Morgan , 19 19. 
After 
the Rapture 
by David Branon 
T he rapture will solve all kinds 
of problems. For instance, the Rus-
sian government won't have the un-
registered church to kick around any 
more. Anthropologists won't have to 
worry about missionaries disrupting 
"happy primitives." (But they ' ll 
surely be surprised when entire tribes 
of them disappear at Jesus' return.) 
Evolutionists won't have anyone to 
challenge their theories. The secular 
press can print their articles without 
fearing an evangelical backlash . Yes, 
the rapture of the church will rid soci-
ety of the problems caused by Chris-
tians . 
Yet the departure of the millions 
who have put their faith in Jesus will 
not signal the beginning of the best of 
times for the ones who rejected Him . 
Instead, it will be the siren warning 
for the worst of times. Previous eras 
of strife and conflict will pale into 
obscurity when compared with the 
traumatic events that will follow the 
snatching away of God's people. The 
Black Plague, the War to End All 
Wars, the Inquisition, the Holocaust , 
the famines of the 1980s - these are 
all just minor preludes to a song of 
sorrow that will fill the air in the 
seven years that follow Christ ' s com-
ing to receive His own. 
But what will happen to those 
people who had been such a thorn in 
society's side since they were first 
called Christians at Antioch? What 
will happen to those people whose 
sudden departure will solve a few of 
the world's problems yet will set in 
motion untold tribulation? What will 
they experience while the "time of 
Jacob's trouble" falls upon the unre-
deemed? 
The Handing Out of the Rewards 
An Olympic analogy may help 
answer these questions. Few scenes 
are as poignant and heartwarming as 
the awards presentations at the Olym-
pic games. We can all recall specific 
athletes and their reactions as they re-
ceived their medal and then proudly 
turned to gaze upon their country's 
flag as their national anthem was 
played . It was not a time for dry eyes. 
In a small measure , this can help us 
see what will transpire first for the 
raptured saints at the event called the 
judgment seat of Christ (2 Corin-
thians 5: 10). Soon after Jesus has 
called His people together with a 
shout and a trumpet blast, this pres-
entation of rewards will begin in 
heaven. Each Christian will stand 
before Christ the judge, who will 
either reward the believer with 
crowns for the good things he has 
done for God or see that the believer 
"suffers loss." Think again of the 
Olympic athlete to understand this 
term. The gold medalist earns the 
prize, while those who lost must step 
aside with the realization that they 
have not gained the reward. Of 
course, they are still members of their 
Olympic teams, but they have suf-
fered loss . 
What then will be God's means of 
judging what was worthy of honor 
and what wasn't? First Corin-
thians 3: 13-15 speaks of a trial by 
fire. Any works that were done with a 
selfish motivation will perish in the 
fire just as wood, hay, and stubble are 
consumed. But those things that were 
done on earth with God's glory in 
mind will live on. Like gold and 
silver, they cannot be burned. The 
key elements in testing these works 
will be their quality and the motiva-
tion behind them. 
During an Olympic athlete's train-
ing period, he knows what he is 
striving for - he is going for the gold. 
What kind of reward can the Chris-
tian look forward to earning through 
his work? At least five distinct 
crowns are mentioned in Scripture: 
An incorruptible crown for overcoming 
the old nature (I Corinthians 9:25-27) 
A crown of rejoicing for being a 
soul winner (I Thessalonians 2: 19 ,20) 
A crown of life for enduring trials 
(James 1: 12) 
A crown of righteousness for looking for-
ward to Christ's return (2 Timothy 4:8) 
A crown of glory for teaching God's Word 
(I Peter 5 :4) 
What unbelievable joy will be ex-
perienced around the bema seat - the 
reward seat - as Christ Himself 
praises those who have diligently 
served Him on earth! Yet the glory of 
the event has only just begun when all 
the crowns have been handed out, for 
these rewards were not earned for 
personal gain. Let's go back one 
more time to the analogy of the 
Olympic athlete. Those young 
people, who have worked so hard to 
win, share a common look as they 
watch their nation's flag raised on 
that middle pole. It's a look that says, 
"I won it for my country." These 
athletes willingly transfer the glory 
from themselves to their homeland . 
Likewise, when Christians receive 
their crowns at the judgment seat of 
Christ, they will give honor to Jesus 
by casting these crowns at His feet. 
Imagine the scene amidst heaven's 
splendor as millions of glorified be-
lievers offer their heavenly rewards 
to God for His glory. 
The Situation on Earth 
The people who thought their 
problems would be mitigated be-
cause all those pesky Christians de-
parted at the rapture will be in for 
some rather disheartening surprises 
as post-rapture events unfold. Con-
trary to what many secular writers tell 
us now, the world will not be better 
off when the restraining influence of 
Christianity is taken out of this 
world . It may seem so at the begin-
ning, but during much of the time 
period in which the believers are 
being rewarded in heaven, earthly so-
ciety will face two incredibly devas-
tating occurrences . The first - the 
revealing of Antichrist - will precipi-
tate the second - the tribulation . 
Referred to as the "man of sin" in 
I Thessalonians 2 and as the "willful 
king" . in Daniel 11 :36, Antichrist 
(I John 4:3) will gain power as the 
final king of the restored Roman 
Empire. Of course , a man who 
achieves the measure of worldwide 
power that will go to Antichrist can-
not do so without first conning his 
fellow man into following him. How 
he will do this is not exactly known, 
but he will probably do so by show-
ing that he can create an orderly 
society out of one that has been reel-
ing in chaos. In addition, he will 
work miraculous wonders under the 
power of Satan. Yet as the first years 
after the rapture pass, his benevo-
lence will tum to malevolence. He 
'.¥ill persecute any who dare not wor-
ship him, and he will slaughter many 
people who accept Christ during the 
tribulation (Revelation 6:9-11). 
But Antichrist will not be the only 
source of suffering during this time of 
tribulation . In addition, this time 
period will be marked by great 
calamity that will come as a result of 
God's judgment and wrath (Joel 1 : 15, 
Revelation 11: 18, Revelation 15 :9). 
Among this devastation will be the 
deaths of one quarter of the world's 
population (Revelation 6:8); massive 
earthquakes (Isaiah 2: 19); catastrophic 
fire (Isaiah 24: 1,3,6); and sudden de-
struction (I Thessalonians 5:3). The 
tribulation will be as much of a contrast 
to the simultaneous events going on in 
heaven as we could possibly imagine . 
But why? Why will a loving God 
allow such tragedy on His earth? 
Why will He not simply wipe the 
slate clean for everyone and draw all 
of mankind into glory with him? 
Such questions, often asked by those 
who do not like the prospects of a 
tribulation period, suggest a simplis-
tic view of God. God, however, has a 
nature that can exercise love only 
when justice is also served. For all 
unbelieving mankind to escape judg-
ment would not be just. 
The why of tribulation then is 
twofold: (1) to ready an unbelieving 
nation of Israel to accept her Messiah 
(Jeremiah 30:7); and (2) to judge un-
believing humanity (Isaiah 26:21 , 
II Thessalonians 2: 12) . As terrible as 
all this seems, it will result in a great 
good - multitudes of Jews and Gen-
tiles alike will come to the Savior 
during the tribulation (Revelation 7). 
Preparing for the Glorious Return 
Near the end of the second three 
and one-half years of the tribulation , 
Antichrist will unwittingly begin set-
ting the stage for an event on God's 
prophetic calendar that will be the 
grandest event of all time - the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ at His glorious 
return. But before that happens, 
thousands of Jews will have been 
killed when Antichrist erects the 
"abomination of desolations" in the 
temple . Also, he will have estab-
lished himself as a military hero , and 
his conquests will have included a 
confederation of countries supported 
by the king of the north and the king 
of the south (Daniel 11 : 36-45) . This 
victory will enable Antichrist to 
defeat Israel and to begin her most 
devastating suffering . But just as 
Antichrist brings Israel to her knees, 
just as two-thirds of the people have 
been killed, and just as Antichrist be-
gins to do battle in the valley of 
Megiddo with an amassed army from 
· around the world , Jesus will return. 
This return of the Savior will be far 
different from His coming in the air 
seven years before. This time He will 
not appear just for a brief moment. At 
this appearing , He will bring with 
Him His bride - the millions of 
glorified church-age saints who have 
been with him in glory during those 
past seven years. These believers 
have experienced three significant 
changes since they first joined their 
Messiah. First, of course, they will 
have received their glorified bodies -
bodies like Christ's. Second, as men-
tioned , they will have received their 
"good works" crowns . And third 
they will have been wedded to Jesu~ 
at the marriage of the Lamb. This 
consummation of the marriage of 
Christ and the church has set the stage 
on the heavenly side for Christ's 
triumphant and victorious touch-
down on the Mount of Olives 
(Revelation 19:11 -16, Joel 3:2,12). 
Immediately, the earthly scene 
will have changed . What had ap-
peared to be a world hopelessly en-
cased in the grip of the evil one will 
have suddenly become a world pre-
paring for Jesus' one thousand year 
reign. Antichrist and his partner in 
crime, the false prophet, will be cast 
into the lake of fire, and their 
amassed troops will suddenly be 
killed . Christ's appearance and the 
sudden demise of the enemy's forces 
will be the first steps toward the uni-
versal peace that only the Prince of 
Peace can bring. Soon, God ' s re-
maining judgments will be enacted , 
the still-unresurrected saints will be 
given new bodies, and the millenial 
kingdom will be established. 
The rapture . What does our society 
think about that term? It probably has 
no idea of the true meaning . And 
when that wonderful day finally 
comes to unwrap God's final pro-
gram for the ages, society will proba-
bly not understand its significance. 
Yet we as believers know what glory 
awaits the Christian and what tragedy 
awaits the unbeliever. Shouldn't we 
get to work to let society in on this 
most wonderful, yet most frightening 
secret of human history? 
David Branon serves 
with the Radio Bible 
Class ministry where he 
is assistant editor of "Our 
Dai ly Bread," editor of 
Radio Bible Class news-
letter , and a contributor 
to "Discovery Digest. " A graduate of Cedar-
ville College, Branon also has a masters 
degree in English from Western Michigan 
University. 
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First Nursing 
Graduates 
Cedarville College's first class of nursing students 
will graduate in June, 1985. The nursing program 
which began in 1981 has prospered under the 
leadership of Dr. Irene Alyn. The department has 
grown to six full-time and one part-time faculty 
members. As a group they represent a total of over 100 
years of professional nursing experience. With an 
enrollment of 180, nursing is currently Cedarville 's 
third largest major, following Business Administration 
and Education. 
According to Dr. Alyn , Cedarville ' s nursing 
students are distinctive in that they are taught not only 
to care for a patient, but also to care about and to care 
with a patient. 
Offering the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree, 
the four-year nursing program is approved by the Ohio 
Board of Regents and the Ohio Board of Nursing 
Education and Registration. The program is eligible 
this year for accreditation by the National League for 
Nurs_ing. 
Students in 
Demand 
Director of Placement David Gaffner reports that in 
the four years since the placement office was 
established, increasing numbers of employers have 
been recruiting on campus. 
"Thus far this year," he says , "about 50 
representatives of employers have come to Cedarville 
in search of prospects." 
One representative of a well-known corporation 
expressed his desire that a "pipe line" be built between 
the corporate offices and Cedarville so that students 
could be easily channeled his way. 
Asked why Cedarville graduates are so desirable, 
Gaffner explains that our students are valued not only 
for the quality of their academic preparation but also for 
their high moral standards and work ethic. 
Employers who have visited campus so far this year 
are: 
Arthur Young 
Burgess & Niple , Limited 
Cincinnati Bell Telephone 
Cincinnati Milacron, Inc . 
Community Hospital of Springfield 
Ernst & Whinney 
Eskco , Inc . 
General Electric 
General Mills, Inc . 
Gordon Food Services 
Greene Memorial Hospital 
Glidden Corp. 
Hobart Corporation 
Internal Revenue Service 
IBM Corporation 
International Harvester 
J.C. Penney Co. 
Kettering Hospital 
Meijer, Inc. 
Mercy Medical Center 
Morris Bean and Co. 
Mutual of New York 
NCR Corporation 
Preferred Risk Insurance Co. 
Price Waterhouse 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center 
The Security National Bank 
ServiceMaster Industries 
Standard Register Company 
State Farm Insurance Co. 
Touche Ross & Company 
Toys "R" Us 
WDTNTY2 
Visit the -Lands of the Bible 
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Jeremiah's Holy Land tour 
will be a unique opportunity to visit a variety of sites in 
the lands of the Bible. Departing August 9, 1985 , tour 
members will visit important locations in Israel. Then , 
a Mediterranean cruise will take them to Cyprus, 
Rhodes, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, and Patmos, 
ending with two days in Egypt. The 15-day tour is 
competitively priced and will be the trip of a lifetime for 
the participants . 
Anticipating his thirteenth year of travel to the 
Middle East, Dr. Jeremiah stated, "Each time I have led 
a Holy Land tour I have gained new Biblical insights . I 
want many friends to share this learning experience 
with us." 
For information and reservations , please contact: 
Dr. James T. Jeremiah, Chancellor 
Cedarville College 
P.O. Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
513-766-2211 
Christian Ministries Overemphasized? 
Some may question whether a Christian college of 
arts and sciences such as Cedarville should emphasize 
evangelism and discipleship. Public Relations Director 
Ron Coriell affirms that it is unusual but totally in 
keeping with one of the objectives of the college . 
"It is stated in our catalog that the institution desires 
'to encourage growth in Christian character in each 
student , and to help the student accept his responsibility 
in faithful Christian service. ' Cedarville does not 
merely give lip service to this. Rather, the 
comprehensive Christian Ministries programs offered 
to students give them many avenues to live out their 
Christianity." 
Current Weekly Compassion Team 
Ministries to: 
Antioch College 
Bethesda Rehabilitation 
Center 
Carriage by the Lake 
Central State University 
Cincinnati Rescue Mission 
Dayton Children's Hospital 
Dayton Detention Home 
Dayton Rescue Mission 
Elderly Housing 
Greene County Jail 
Greene Memorial Hospital 
Greene Oaks Nursing Home 
Greenwood Manor 
Heathergreene I Nursing Home 
New C.C. 
Histc,ry 
Heathergreene IT Nursing Home 
Hospitality Home 
Knights of Pythias Home 
Mercy Hospital 
Mueller Residential Center 
Odd Fellows Home 
Ohio Veterans' Children's Home 
Operation Rebirth 
Schulze Nursing Home 
Springfield Detention Home 
Sunnyland Villa Nursing Home 
Wittenberg University 
Wright State University 
Yellow Springs Riding Center 
"I want it to be a warm and anecdotal, personal 
history of the first 100 years of Cedarville College," 
states Dr. J. Murray Murdoch. The chairman of the 
Department of Social Sciences and History is writing a 
new history of the college in conjunction with the 
college' s Centennial Celebration in 1987 . 
Now in the early stages of research, Dr. Murdoch 
plans to put his full energies into the book this summer. 
Dr. Murdoch welcomes any information that may 
assist him in research for the new Cedarville College 
history. Materials may be sent to Cedarville College , 
Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314 m care of 
Dr. J. Murray Murdoch. 
Missionary Internship Service (M.I.S.) 
Summary, last 15 years 
Participants: 856 
Total support raised: $1,236,675 
Teams sent: 14 Basketball/evangelism teams 
26 Musical/evangelism teams 
10 Work evangelism teams 
5 Evangelism teams 
3 Soccer/evangelism teams 
I Puppet/evangelism team 
Countries served: 
Argentina Equador Nigeria 
Australia France Paraguay 
Austria Germany Peru 
Bolivia Haiti Philippines 
Bonaire Hong Kong Portugal 
Brazil Ireland Puerto Rico 
Canada Israel Salvador 
Central African Italy Scotland 
Republic Ivory Coast Spain 
Chad Japan Togo 
China Liberia United States 
Costa Rica Mexico Venezuela 
England New Guinea 
Summer Events 
Alumni Summer Enrichment Conference . . . . . . . . . July 3-6 
Speaker: Dr. Duane Gish 
Soccer Camp . . .. . . ........... . ... ... . July 8-13 
Salute to Summer . . ... .. ... , . . . . . . . . . . July 11-13 
Speaker: John Street 
Women's Volleyball Camp . .. . .... . . . . .. . . July 15-20 
Men 's Basketball Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 22-27 
Women's Basketball Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . July 29-August 3 
Men's and Women's Cross Country Camp . . July 29-August 3 
18th Annual Pastors' Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 9-12 
Speakers: Allen Hadidian & David Carder 
13th Annual Cedarville Baptist Open 
GolfToumament .. . .. ..... . . . . . . . .. . S~pt. 12,13 
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Faith, Education, Preparation 
Committed to You at Cedarville College 
" ... commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:2 
You want an education that is enriching in every way: spiritually, intellectually, and 
professionally. At Cedarville College we are committing to over 1800 students Biblical faith, 
quality education, and sound career preparation . We desire to commit these to you: 
Quality Education 
• Accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Schools 
• Received through 9 of the I 0 most popular fields of study 
among college-bound students 
• Provided by godly faculty who bring to the classroom 
noteworthy credentials and professional experience 
Sound Career Preparation Biblical Faith 
• Taught in Bible classes, daily chapel , a 
biblically integrated curriculum, and 
three annual Bible conferences 
• Offered through 30 majors and 14 special 
programs 
• Supported by our Career Planning and 
Placement Office 
• Shared by concerned faculty and staff 
who give students personal attention 
• Demonstrated through extensive 
• Confirmed by the demand for our 
graduates 
ministries of evangelism and discipleship 
Cedarville College can commit this quality Christian education to you. 
It is not too late to apply for fall quarter! Write or call our Admissions Office today. 
Cedarville College 
Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
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